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TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Report No. 180.] 

Constantinople, November 2, 1897. " 

According to the official reports Turkey is free from any epidemic, 
at least on account of cholera and plague. The English sanitary com- 
missioner, at the last sitting of the international sanitary commission, 
stated, that besides the existence of plague epidemic at Bombay and 
Poonah, there is an outbreak of the same epidemic at Kolapoon, a city 
500 miles from Bombay on the way to Madras. Another place infected 
is that of Hubli, near Goa. Plague broke out also at Harduar town, 
near the Himalaya, where there is an immense gathering of Hindo pil- 
grims. This latter place is at a distance of 1,800 miles from Bombay. 
Very probably this latter outbreak may be attributed to the existence 
of plague endemic long years since at Kumaom and Gurhwal. At 
Poonah, in the middle of November, 40 deaths from plague were regis- 
tered every day. At the same time about 630 patients suffering from 
plague were lying in the hospitals of that town. 

In reference to this question of plague epidemic there was again a 
discussion about the lazaretto of Bassorah. The sanitary physician 
lately appointed there asks for money, about $100, in order to improve 
that lazaretto. I have already mentioned in my last two reports about 
the disorder and scandals occurring in that would-be lazaretto. I must 
not omit to add that the sanitary officials had hired a common house 
not far from other houses in order to make of it a lazaretto, and there 
the passengers undergo their quarantine. The landlord of the above- 
mentioned house is living in it, at least up to the last news received from 
Bassorah, with his family, trading freely with the passengers who 
undergo their quarantine. 

A disinfecting stove has been purchased and sent to Bassorah, but 
more than six months have elapsed and the stove lies on the ground, 
nobody having ever thought to put it up and have it ready for disin- 
fection of the wearing apparel of the passengers. 

I think that for such a perfect (?) lazaretto (the sanitary physicians 
of which are not able to make a diagnosis), it is not worth while spend- 
ing money, even so small a quantity, for I consider, as I have advanced 
during the above-mentioned discussion, that it is much better not to 
have any lazaretto than to have one like that existing now. 

Other sanitary commissioners have stated that Turkey and Europe 
have nothing to fear from Bassorah, that plague will not spread in Tur- 
key that way. I mention only cholera epidemic imported from India 
in 1889, which was raging in the provinces of Kedjed and Bassorah. 
Nothing can assure us that, with such a sanitary defense, plague will 
not appear again in that province. 

The sanitary inspector of Camaran has announced that Mr. Steich- 
dachner, professor of natural sciences and director of the museum of 
Vienna, has arrived in that island on board an Austrian man-of-war 
{The Polo), in order to make scientific inquiries about the Bed Sea. 

There exists, at present, in Constantinople an epidemic of measles, 
which is localized in the quarter of Galata, and lasting from the end of 
the month of September. The other quarters of the city are nearly 
free from it. The mortality of Constantinople from the 15th to the 
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28th of last November was 492, of which 8 deaths were from typhoid 
fever, 8 from measles, 6 from diphtheria, and 20 from smallpox. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Cuba — Manzanillo. — Two weeks ended November 30, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 20,000. Total deaths, 149, including yellow fever, 
18, and enteric fever, 3. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended December 4 
correspond to an annual rate of 19.8 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,992,524. The highest rate was recorded 
in Norwich, viz, 27.9, and the lowest in Croydon, viz, 9.9. 

London. — One thousand seven hundred and twenty-five deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles, 108 ; scarlet fever, 21 ; 
diphtheria, 52 ; whooping cough, 38 ; enteric fever, 16, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 15. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 20.2 a thousand. In greater London 2,205 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 18.3 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 15 from diphtheria, 32 
from measles, 3 from scarlet fever, and 9 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended December 4 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 22.5 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Queenstown, viz, 4.0, and the highest in New- 
townards, viz, 39.7 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 170 deaths were 
registered, including enteric fever, 11 ; diphtheria, 2 ; scarlet fever, 3, 
and whooping cough, 2. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended December 4 correspond to an annual rate of 19.6 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,549,907. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Aberdeen, viz, 13.9, and the highest in Perth, viz, 29.0 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 583, including measles, 15 ; scarlet fever, 9 ; diphtheria, 6, and 
whooping cough, 22. 

Norfolk Island.— Month of September, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion, 869. No deaths. 

West Indies — Guadeloupe. — Estimated population, 18,500. Total 
deaths, 29. No deaths from contagious diseases. 



